HUD  Study  Finds  That  Asians  Face  Housing  Discrimination 


By  Adam  Smith 

A  study  released  Tuesday  shows  that 
one  out  of  five  Asians  and  Pacific 
Islanders  are  discriminated  against  when 
trying  to  buy  or  rent  a  home. 

The  study,  released  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 


Development  looked  at  11  United  States 
cities  and  found  that  in  those  cities, 

Asians  are  discriminated  against  at  a  rate 
similar  to  that  of  African  Americans  and 
Hispanics. 

This  is  the  first  time  HUD  has  mea¬ 
sured  the  extent  of  housing  discrimination 
against  Asians  and  Pacific  Islanders. 


According  to  the  study,  Asian  and 
Pacific  Islander  prospective  homebuyers 
experienced  "consistent  adverse  treat¬ 
ment"  when  compared  to  whites. 

"In  addition  to  using  the  research  find¬ 
ings  to  document  our  nation's  progress  in 
reducing  housing  discrimination,  we  also 
will  use  the  data  to  better  target  HUD's 


education  and  enforcement  resources," 
said  Carolyn  Peoples,  HUD's  assistant 
secretary  for  fair  housing,  in  a  prepared 
statement. 

Boston  was  not  one  of  the  11  cities 
looked  at  in  the  study. 

For  a  copy  of  the  study,  go  to 
www.huduser.org. 
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Is  the  Castle  Crumbling? 

The  Castle  Square  Tenants'  Organization,  Say  Many  Tenants ,  Is 
Failing  Residents  of  the  Housing  Project.  Longtime  Leaders , 
However ;  Say  It's  Rumors  That  Are  Hurting  the  Association 


Above  is  a  photo  of  a  woman  picking  up  trash  at  the  subsidized  housing  complex 
Castle  Square 


By  Adam  Smith 

Turned  away  from  the  hustle  and  bus¬ 
tle  of  Chinatown  and  the  traffic  of 
Tremont  Street  in  the  South  End,  the  quiet 
Castle  Square  apartment  complex  could  be 
called  a  subsidized  housing  paradise. 
Huge  green  trees  sway  above  the  hand¬ 
some,  low-rise  garden  apartments  and 
their  miniature  grassy  lawns.  On  summer 
evenings,  elderly  neighbors  can  be  seen 
chatting  outside  while  their  grandchildren 
crawl  next  to  them.  Kids  ride  bicycles  in 
circles  around  the  complex's  many  park¬ 
ing  lots.  Parents  take  their  kids  out  to  play 
under  golden  sunsets. 

But  in  this  500-unit  Section  8  apartment 
complex  something  is  going  wrong. 

By  many  accounts,  the  Castle  Square 
Tenants'  Organization  is  failing  the  pro¬ 
ject's  estimated  1,500  low-income  resi¬ 


dents,  about  60%  of  whom  are  Chinese 
immigrants. 

The  tenants'  association  began  in  1988, 
when  Castle  Square's  original  government 
subsidies  were  nearing  their  expiration 
date.  A  group  of  concerned  tenants  gath¬ 
ered  to  form  the  Castle  Square  Tenants' 
Organization.  The  then-20-year-old  pro¬ 
ject  was  being  sold  and  residents  were 
worried  about  their  future  at  the  housing 
complex. 

The  association  worked  with  profes¬ 
sional  housing  activists  and  others  to 
make  sure  the  residents'  interests  were 
protected  during  the  sale. 

In  the  end,  once  the  deal  was  closed, 
the  group's  hard  work  at  the  negotiating 
table  appeared  to  be  an  overwhelming 
success.  The  tenants  were  to  become  own- 
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Following 
$1.3  Million 

By  Adam  Smith 

Here's  an  interesting  detail  that  did¬ 
n't  make  its  way  into  this  issue's  story 
about  the  Castle  Square  Tenants' 
Organization. 

When  the  tenants'  association  filed 
its  non-profit  "990"  tax  forms  with  the 
IRS  for  2000,  it  reported  having 
$1,436,107  in  net  assets,  or  fund  bal¬ 
ances,  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  its  "990" 
filing  for  2001,  the  latest  year  the  associ¬ 
ation  filed,  the  nonprofit  reported  only 

THE 

MISSING 

DETAILS: 

Reporter's 

Notes... 

to  have  $101,097  in  net  assets,  or  fund 
balances,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
Clearly  a  big  discrepancy. 

For  the  years  1997  to  2000,  the  net 
assets  were  always  well  over  a  million. 
Why  the  sudden  drop? 

When  asked  this  question,  Paul  Lau, 
the  association's  executive  director  of  10 
years,  said  it  must  be  a  "technical"  error. 

When  the  association's  president, 
Quang  Trinh,  looked  at  the  2000  and 
2001  "990"  forms,  he  appeared  bewil¬ 
dered.  It  must  be  an  "accounting"  error, 
he  said.  But  he  would  need  to  look  the 
documents  over,  as  he  didn't  remember 
ever  seeing  either  of  them. 

Lau  and  Trinh's  names  are  on  both 
documents. 

But  beyond  the  details  of  who  signed 
the  "990"  forms,  the  money  is  still  there, 
according  to  Trinh  and  Lau.  It's  just  in  a 
separate  fund.  Lau  showed  a  copy  of  the 
paper  work  for  the  Castle  Square  Trust 

CONTINUED  PAGE  4 
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Summer  Fun 

Column  of  Mayor  Thomas  M.  Menino  for  the  Week  of  June  30 


Recently,  I've  helped  introduce  the 
band  Guster  to  the  stage  on  City  Hall 
Plaza,  took  in  part  of  the  Blondie  con¬ 
cert  at  the  same  venue  and  kicked  off 
my  Monday  Night  Movies  series  with 
"Willy  Wonka  and  the  Chocolate 
Factory"  on  the  Boston  Common.  That 
is  just  a  taste  of  what's  to  come  this 
summer,  as  the  Boston  Centers  for 
Youth  and  Families,  Boston  Parks 
Department,  Office  of  Special  Events, 
Tourism  &  Film  and  other  city  agen¬ 
cies  work  to  ensure  fun  for  everyone  in 
the  months  ahead. 

We  even  got  a  helping  hand  from 
Nomar  Garciaparra,  whose  Nomar  5 
Fund's  generosity  resulted  in  a 
$200,000  donation  for  Nomar's  Play 
Lot  at  the  Vine  Street  Community 
Center.  This  tot  lot  is  just  one  of  the 
ways  that  Nomar  is  giving  back  to  the 
community. 

Through  the  Nomar  5  Fund,  he  has 
also  supported  summer  jobs  and  sev¬ 
eral  community-based  organizations. 

The  Vine  Street  Community  Center 
is  on  track  to  have  a  great  summer.  In 
fact,  each  one  of  the  44  community 
centers  across  the  city  is  geared  up  and 


ready  to  go.  To  find  out  about  the  top- 
notch  programs  we  offer,  get  a  copy  of 
the  Boston  Guide  to  Youth  Services. 
You  may  do  so  by  contacting  the 
Boston  Centers  for  Youth  and  Families 
at  (617)  635-4920  Ext.  2130. 

In  the  guide,  readers  will  see  that  we 
offer  something  for  everyone,  whether 
it's  sports,  arts,  computers  or  environ¬ 
mental  studies.  Speaking  of  sports,  the 
Boston  Neighborhood  Basketball 
League  opened  across  the  city  this 
week  for  its  34th  year.  And  our  20 
swimming  pools  are  opening  up  across 
the  city,  including  the  Clougherty  in 
Charlestown  and  the  Mirabella  in  the 
North  End.  Both  are  outdoor  pools. 

The  44  community  centers  will  also 
host  more  than  50  summer  day  camps 
for  young  people  and  numerous  sports 
and  fitness  programs  citywide. 

On  City  Hall  Plaza,  Arts  at  the 
Arcade  is  a  great  experience  for  resi¬ 
dents  and  visitors.  At  the  Arcade,  there 
is  always  something  going  on. 
Throughout  the  summer,  people  will 
enjoy  the  Farmers  Markets,  cultural 
activities,  music,  art  exhibits  and  the 
CONTINUED  PAGE  4 


Picture  of  the  Biweek 

Crowds  are  back  in  Chinatown...  This  photo  taken  on  Tuesday  morning  shows  a 
crowded  Chinatown.  Looks  like  things  are  picking  up  since  the  SARS  scare. 

Photo  by  Adam  Smith 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


President  of  the 
Massachusetts  Asian- 
American  Republican 
Association  is  Unhappy 
with  Sampan,  Says  Paper 
is  Biased 

Dear  editors  and  staff  of  the  Sampan: 

On  your  May  16,  2003  edition,  you  had  an 
Asian  American  Month  editorial  claiming  to  be 
the  Chinese  community's  newspaper.  It 
stressed  that  Sampan  is  non-biased. 

If  that  is  the  case,  why  then  did  you  leave  out 
an  English  language  report  of  the  highly  suc¬ 
cessful  fundraiser  organized  and  hosted  by 
leading  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Asian 
American  Republicans  Association  for 
Lieutenant  Governor  Kerry  Healey  on  May 
13th  at  the  Emperor  Garden  Restaurant  in 
Boston's  Chinatown? 

Although  I  eventually  did  manage  to  dig  up  a 
report  of  our  event  in  the  Chinese  language  sec¬ 
tion,  buried  eleven  pages  deep  in  the  middle  of 
your  newspaper,  you  did  manage  to  add  insult 
to  injury  by  printing  a  photo  of  the  event  dis¬ 
playing  Hispanic  participants  and  not  a  single 
Asian  American,  who,  by  the  way,  not  only 
provided  the  leadership  for  the  event  but  who, 
as  a  group,  accounted  for  sixty  to  seventy  per¬ 
cent  of  the  makeup  of  the  people  at  that  party. 

Are  we  (Mass  Asian  American  Republicans 
Assoc.)  really  that  unworthy  of  any  mention 
from  your  paper,  let  alone  your  support,  for  our 
efforts  to  get  the  voice  of  our  community  heard 
in  the  highest  level  of  our  state  government?  If 
your  intention  was  to  discredit  us,  I  suggest, 
next  time,  you  do  a  better  job  coordinating  with 
the  other  community  newspaper  that  did  prop¬ 
erly  report  our  effort,  so  that  your  bias  report¬ 
ing  won't  be  obvious  for  all  to  see. 

Your  paper  certainly  didn't  have  any  trouble 
recognizing  our  organization  when  we  paid 
you  for  a  full-page  election  campaign  advertise¬ 
ment  for  Governor  Mitt  Romney  and  Lt. 
Governor  Kerry  Healey.  Maybe  your  bias  was 
a  result  of  duress  from  one  of  your  big  sponsors. 
There  certainly  are  a  lot  of  powerful  democrats 
in  our  community.  But  please  be  reminded 
that  the  majority  of  Asian  Americans  are  here 
because  they  could  not  live  where  they  origi¬ 


nally  came  from,  as  a  result  of  a  political  system 
dominated  by  a  single  political  party,  which 
I'm  sure  is  what  you  prefer,  at  least  in  our  com¬ 
munity. 

It  is  unfortunate,  but  your  biased  reporting  has 
damaged  the  credibility  of  your  paper,  violated 
the  basic  tenet  of  your  paper's  mission,  and  has 
done  a  disservice  to  the  Asian  American  com¬ 
munity. 

Yours  truly, 

Joseph  Y.  Wong 

Editors'  Response: 

Sampan  is  a  small  newspaper  with  only 
two  full-time  reporters/ editors/ page 
designers,  one  for  the  Chinese  section,  one 
for  the  English  section.  We  regret  that  we 
cannot  cover  every  event  or  include  cover¬ 
age  of  every  event  in  our  16-page,  biweek¬ 
ly  newspaper.  We  have  to  make  judge¬ 
ments  about  what  we  feel  is  newsworthy 
and  what  is  not,  and  what  we  simply  have 
time  and  space  to  cover.  Unfortunately, 
fundraising  events,  such  as  the  one  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  letter  above,  are  often  left  out 
of  our  news  sections.  This  is  not  because  of 
a  political  bias.  Party  politics  typically  are 
not  even  covered  by  the  Sampan. 

Also,  please  remember  that  when  the 
Massachusetts  Asian-American 

Republican  Association  purchased  the  ad 
promoting  Mitt  Romney  in  November,  we 
had  no  special  Republican  coverage  in  that 
issue.  And  in  our  election  issue  on  Sept.  6, 
we  reported  on  each  of  the  candidates, 
including  Mitt  Romney.  Please  keep  in 
mind  that  we  are  always  willing  to  hear 
story  ideas  of  any  type. 

Thank  you. 

The  editors 

Lower  Asthma  Rate  but  A 
Worse  Environment? 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  Asian  American  health 
has  begun  to  attract  more  academic  attention, 
and  I  applaud  Sampan's  coverage  of  this  topic. 
Sampan's  reports  of  an  asthma  study  in  a 
Chinatown  school  in  the  June  20,  2003  issue, 
however,  could  be  misleading  to  casual  read¬ 


ers,  diverting  attention  from  a  very  serious 
problem  in  Chinatown. 

The  articles  (pages  1  and  6)  reported  that  " the 
study  found  that  14.5%  of  all  students  with 
an  Asian  surname  had  asthma  vs..  2 2.2%  of 
all  students  who  didn't  have  an  Asian  sur¬ 
name"  and  that  "about  12.4%  of  all  children 
surveyed  who  were  from  Chinatown  had  asth¬ 
ma,  vs.  about  21%  of  all  non-Chinatown- 
residing  children  surveyed  who  had  asthma.  ” 
Although  Sampan  has  not  misinterpreted  the 
study,  casual  readers  may  get  a  wrong  impres¬ 
sion  from  the  title  "Study:  Chinatown 
Residents  Less  Likely  to  Have  Asthma." 

It  might  well  be  true  that  Chinatown  residents 
are  less  likely  to  have  asthma,  however,  based 
upon  the  same  set  of  data  and  other  sources,  it 
could  also  be  true  that  Chinatown  is  an  envi¬ 
ronment  very  conducive  to  asthma.  A  1998 
survey  found  that  the  median  length  of  stay 
for  Chinatown  residents  was  seven  years.  If 
only  those  who  moved  out  were  counted,  the 
average  length  of  stay  was  four  years. 
Environmental  exposure  to  an  average  child  is 
therefore  limited  by  this  migration  pattern. 

The  reference  of  “21%  of  all  non-Chinatown- 
residing  children  surveyed  who  had  asthma” 
for  comparison  should  also  be  interpreted  with 
caution.  The  discrepancy  between  Chinatown 
and  Boston  as  a  whole  could  be  narrower, 
since  most  of  the  "non-Chinatown  areas"  in 
the  study  are  inner-city  neighborhoods  that 
are  almost  as  crowded  and  polluted  as 
Chinatown  -  if  crowdedness  and  pollution 
are  asthma  determinants.  The  discrepancy 
could  also  be  wider,  since  more  than  half  of  the 
children  living  in  these  areas  in  the  study  bear 
an  Asian  surname  -  if  Asian  children  are 
less  predisposed  to  the  disease. 

Lower  asthma  rates  among  Chinese  immi¬ 
grants  may  be  a  result  of  their  early-life  expo¬ 
sure  to  a  less  sanitary  environment.  If  their 
"desensitized"  immune  system  failed  to  pro¬ 
tect  them  from  developing  asthma,  after  just  a 
few  years  of  residing  in  Chinatown,  then  there 
is  more  reason  to  look  into  the  impact  of  the 
environment. 

Asian  American  health  data  have  been  spo¬ 
radic  and  inconsistent.  While  applauding 
more  research  and  dissemination  efforts,  we 
have  to  interpret  them  within  larger  contexts, 
however  precarious  these  contexts  are. 

Tom  Lun-nap  Chung 
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Is  it  Just  Unfair  Criticism,  Or  Are  Bigger  Problems 
Hurting  the  Castle  Square  Tenants'  Association? 

FROM  PAGE  1 


In  many  ways  Castle  Square  is  a  pleasant  place  to  live.  Above,  trees  line  a  pathway 
between  apartments. 


ers.  According  to  news  reports,  residents 
even  celebrated  the  sale  with  a  gala  that 
included  an  appearance  by  Yo-Yo  the 
Clown.  "Innovative"  and  "exciting"  were 
words  used  to  describe  the  1992  deal  in 
which  the  Castle  Square  Tenants' 
Organization  would  co-own  Castle 
Square  with  Winn  Development 
Company,  who  bought  the  project  from 
Castle  Square's  previous  owner,  Druker 
Company.  As  part  of  the  deal,  millions  of 
dollars  were  given  to  the  Castle  Square 
Tenants'  Organization,  and  in  about  15 
years  from  the  sale  date,  the  tenants  were 
to  own  the  project  as  a  cooperative. 

Afterward,  there  were  other  successes 
of  the  tenants'  association,  such  as  work¬ 
ing  with  other  neighborhood  groups  and 
the  city  to  get  a  grocery  store  to  move  into 
on-site  commercial  —  a  blessing  for  elder¬ 
ly  residents. 

In  recent  years,  however,  the  tenants' 
association,  which  is  controlled  by  eight 
directors  and  an  executive  director,  is  in 
many  ways  slipping. 

"It's  very  unfair... It  used  to  be  differ¬ 
ent,"  said  43-year-old  Castle  Square  resi¬ 
dent  Paula  Hughes,  of  the  tenants'  associ¬ 
ation. 

Comments  like  Hughes'  aren't  uncom¬ 
mon.  The  tenants'  association  is  much 
talked  about  among  the  more  socially 
active  residents. 

Long-time  leaders  of  the  association, 
however,  say  that  they  are  doing  their  best 
and  that  criticisms  made  by  angry  direc¬ 
tors  and  tenants  are  only  hurting  the  ten¬ 
ants'  group. 

"It's  very  destructive,"  said  the  associa¬ 
tion's  executive  director  of  10  years,  Paul 
Lau. 

The  tenants'  association  "works  hard  to 
benefit  the  community,"  said  president 
Quang  Trinh. 

"Very  hard,"  said  Lau,  who  himself 
lives  in  Belmont. 

But  that's  not  how  many  others  around 
the  housing  complex  view  the  association. 

On  the  surface,  there  are  the  little,  irri¬ 
tating  things  that  frustrate  many  Castle 
Square  tenants.  For  example,  they  want  to 
know  why  the  programs  at  last  year's 
National  Night  Out  anti-crime  celebration 
at  Castle  Square  turned  out  to  be  such  a 
disappointment.  And  parents  are  com¬ 
plaining  that  the  once-free  summer  pro¬ 
gram  offered  by  the  tenants'  association 
now  has  a  fee  of  over  $100.  Others  want  to 
know  why  the  tenants'  association  just 
never  seems  to  get  anything  done,  such 
preventing  outsiders  from  filling  up  the 
trash  bins. 

Then  there  are  the  more  serious  issues 
surrounding  the  Castle  Square  Tenants' 
Organization.  A  number  of  African 


American  tenants  describe  many  of  the 
association's  leaders  as  being  closed  to 
people  of  other  races  -  only  one  director 
this  year  is  non-Asian.  "It's  not  out  for  the 
other  minorities,"  said  seven-year  resident 
Stacy  Cubias.  A  copy  of  the  planned  sum¬ 
mer  program  for  this  year  shows  that  the 
one  ethnic-related  activity  included  is  a 
Chinese  class,  though  many  African 
Americans,  whites,  and  Hispanics  also 
live  in  the  project. 

Replying  to  accusations  of  being  un- 
inclusive,  long-time  director  Ann  C.  Moy 
is  quoted  in  meeting  minutes  from  last 
October  as  saying  the  association  is  "not 
racist."  According  to  the  minutes,  Moy, 
who  is  also  a  director  of  the  Asian 
American  Bank  and  holds  the  office  of 
Clerk  in  Best  Dim  Sum  Corporation,  said 
that  "just  a  hand  full  of  other  members 
from  other  ethnic  groups"  attend  the  asso¬ 
ciation's  meetings. 

"You  might  think.. .oh,  you're  more 
geared  to  the  Chinese,  but  those  are  the 
only  one's  who  sign  up  (for  the  pro¬ 
grams),"  said  Moy  in  an  interview.  "If  peo¬ 
ple  do  not  get  what  they  want,  they  will 
come  with  stories  (of  discrimination)." 

"They're  telling  you  that  we  discrimi¬ 
nate,"  said  Moy,  "that's  not  fair." 

Lau,  the  executive  director,  and  Quang 
Trinh,  the  association's  president,  also 
said  the  association  is  not  closed  to  people 
of  other  ethnicities. 

Other  accusations  made  by  tenants 
and  a  few  directors  hold  that  the  last  elec¬ 
tion  was  unfair.  When  interviewed  recent¬ 
ly,  at  least  five  people  close  to  the  work¬ 
ings  of  the  tenants'  association  said  they 
thought  the  election  was  improperly  con¬ 
ducted.  The  issue  was  so  heated  that  it 
was  a  topic  of  last  October's  tenants'  asso¬ 
ciation  meeting,  and  the  basis  of  a  civil 
suit  filed  by  co-directors. 

"It  did  not  go  right,"  said  Zerlean  Gary, 
who's  a  co-plaintiff  in  the  lawsuit,  of  the 
election. 

According  to  the  lawsuit,  some  direc¬ 
tors  "did  not  follow  proper  procedures  in 
preparing  for  the  election"  and  a  small 
group  of  directors  "who  are  determined  to 
continue  to  control  the  board,  were  the 
only  people  who  organized  and  super¬ 
vised  the  election,  resulting  (in)  vote-ring¬ 
ing  and  partiality." 

Denying  the  accusations,  Moy  said  in 
meeting  minutes  that  the  last  election  was 
"fair"  and  "properly  run." 

"We  did  everything  legally,"  said  Moy, 
in  an  interview. 

As  for  only  there  being  only  one  non- 
Asian  sitting  on  the  board  this  year,  Lau 
showed  no  concern,  and  compared  it  to 
the  racial  imbalance  in  the  U.S.  Congress. 

Moy  said  that  in  past  years,  more  non- 


Asians  were  on  the  board  and  that  this 
year  there  just  happened  to  be  only  one 
non-Asian. 

Another  thing  clouding  the  associa¬ 
tion's  reputation  is  the  divisiveness 
among  directors.  In  fact,  a  few  directors 
have  recently  resorted  to  lawsuits  as  a 
way  to  address  problems  with  other  direc¬ 
tors.  In  the  past  five  years,  three  lawsuits, 
including  the  one  over  the  election, 
have  been  filed  by  directors  against  other 
directors. 

When  asked  if  he  thought  the  legal  bat¬ 
tles  are  hurting  the  organization,  Trinh 
said,  "That's  true.  I  agree  with  you  a  100 
percent." 

"It  would  be  more  effective,"  said  Lau 
of  the  association,  "without...  the  infight¬ 
ing." 

So  strong  and  deep  is  the  division 
among  some  of  the  association's  leaders 
that  at  least  two  directors,  Yem-Cheung 
Chang  and  Wing-Sum  Chui,  have  recent¬ 
ly  started  their  own  tenants'  association, 
under  a  nearly  identical  name  -  the  Castle 
Square  Tenants/ Owners  Organization 
Corporation  -  and  with  a  nearly  identical 
mission  -  for  tenants  to  "find  out  a  ways 
and  means  to  own  their  own  units."  Chui 
and  Chang  were  not  available  for  com¬ 
ment.  Lau  contends  this  new  organization 
isn't  legitimate. 

"There's  a  lot  on  animosity  against  a  lot 
of  people  in  here,"  said  Zerlean  Gary,  a 
former  director. 

The  way  the  association  manages  its 
finances  is  perhaps  the  biggest  problem  of 
all.  Some  close  to  the  Castle  Square 
Tenants'  Organization  are  asking  why  the 
non-profit  appears  to  be  so  inefficient, 
though  it  has  such  a  large  operating  bud¬ 
get  and  net  worth  when  compared  to 
other  tenants'  associations.  The  associa¬ 
tion  has  a  trust  fund  of  about  a  million 
dollars  and  an  operating  budget  of  over 
$215,000  (in  2001).  Others  close  to  the  non¬ 
profit  are  frustrated  by  what  they  call 


vague  and  irregular  financial  disclosures 
given  out  by  only  a  few  of  the  associa¬ 
tion's  officers.  Castle  Square  tenant  Paula 
Hughes  said  that  when  she  was  given  a 
copy  of  one  of  association's  budget 
reports,  it  was  so  sparse  on  details  that  she 
thought  "it  was  the  lousiest  thing  in  the 
world." 

Quang  Trinh,  Mary  Goon,  the  board's 
treasurer,  and  Lau,  the  association's  exec¬ 
utive  director,  brushed  off  the  complaints. 
They  maintain  that  regular  financial 
reports  are  given  to  all  directors. 

Gary,  however,  said  that  every  time 
she's  asked  to  see  the  association's  budget, 
the  leaders  change  the  subject  or  simply 
say  they  forgot  to  bring  the  necessary  doc¬ 
uments.  "They  won't  show  it,"  she  said.  A 
current  director  who  wished  not  to  be 
named  said  the  same. 

A  review  of  the  non-profit's  yearly 
financial  filings  shows  other  warning 
signs.  The  non-profit's  expenses  are  man¬ 
agement  top  heavy.  The  consolidated 
financial  statements  for  2001  for  the  asso¬ 
ciation  (the  latest  year  completed)  show 
that  the  association  paid  out  $62,098  in 
management  salaries  and  only  $34,461  in 
salaries  for  program  services.  On  top  of 
that  Lau  made  about  $44,000  that  year, 
which  was  one-fifth  of  the  association's 
total  functional  expenses. 

Even  Lau  was  quick  to  admit  that  these 
numbers  are  "disproportionate."  He  did 
say,  however,  that  the  reason  for  top- 
heavy  management  expenses  was  because 
the  tenants'  association  must  focus  more 
on  getting  tenant-control  of  Castle  Square 
and  less  on  providing  services,  such  as 
after-school  and  summer  programs. 

But  rumors  are  circling  the  housing 
project.  People  close  to  the  Castle  Square 
Tenants'  Organization  are  asking:  Where 
does  the  money  go?  No  one  besides  a  few 
directors  seems  to  have  a  clear  picture. 

Lau  and  Trinh  maintain  that  nothing 
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Above,  postings  from  the  Castle  Square  Tenants'  Organization  hang  above 
residents'  mailboxes. 
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improper  is  going  on,  though  they've  heard  the 
rumors. 

"We  are  a  nonprofit  organization,"  said 
Trinh.  "We  have  a  limited  income. ..Our  money 
is  kind  of  low  because  of  the  market  going 
down  and  because  of  the  government  --  a  lot  of 
money  is  being  cut.  We  are  really  careful  with 
our  spending." 

The  association  even  reduced  its  office 
hours,  said  Trinh,  to  save  money. 

Meanwhile  the  big  question  still  looms.  Will 
the  tenants  be  in  the  position  to  take  control  of 
Castle  Square  in  coming  years  as  planned? 

Winn  Development,  the  co-owner  and  prop¬ 
erty  management  company  of  Castle  Square 
did  not  return  repeated  phone  calls  from  the 
Sampan  for  comment. 

However,  Trinh  thinks  the  answer  is  yes. 

"My  goal  is  hopefully  with  in  five  years,"  he 
said. 

Trinh  even  said  he's  relatively  at  ease  with 
the  state  of  the  Castle  Square  Tenants 
Organization,  despite  what  others  are  saying. 

"I'm  very  comfortable  where  we  are  right 
now  compared  with  other  developments  in  the 
entire  nation,"  said  Trinh. 

When  compared  with  other  similar  tenants' 
associations,  said  Lau,  "we're  very  much  ahead 
of  the  pack." 


Reporter's  Notes:  The  Path  of  $1.3  Million  of 
Castle  Square  Tenants'  Organization's  Money 
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Fund,  which,  sure  enough,  had  a  little 
over  a  million  in  it  this  year.  But  why 
remove  the  money  from  the  "990"  report 
form? 

The  two  didn't  seem  to  know  why. 
The  money  is  in  the  trust  fund,  that's 
what's  important,  they  said.  And  that 
trust  fund  is  protected  by  safeguards 
that  they  claim  are  adequate. 

The  association's  accountant  presum¬ 
ably  would  have  the  answer  as  to  why 
the  money  wasn't  declared  on  the  "990" 
form. 

Gary  Yee,  the  Certified  Public 
Accountant  for  the  Castle  Square 
Tenants'  Association,  said  that  there  was 
nothing  improper  about  the  filings  — 
though  he  admitted  that  perhaps  it 
would  have  been  a  good  idea  to  amend 
the  "990"  form  to  explain  the  discrepan¬ 
cy. 

The  money,  he  said,  is  listed  in  the 
2001  consolidated  financial  report, 
which  is  a  more  detailed  explanation  of 
the  Castle  Square  Tenants' 
Organization's  finances. 

So,  everything  must  be  OK. 

Still,  why  take  it  out  of  the  "990"? 

According  to  Yee,  the  money  did  not 
make  it  into  the  "990"  in  2001,  because, 
after  taking  a  good  hard  look  at  things. 


the  Castle  Square  Charitable  Trust  Fund 
should  not  be  filed  together  with  the 
Tenants'  Organization.  It's  a  separate 
entity,  he  said,  with  five  trustees,  two  of 
whom  are  not  even  members  of  the 
Castle  Square  Tenants'  Organization. 

"In  2001,  we  took  a  harder  look  at  it 
and  said  'what  is  tax  exempt?'  "  said 
Yee. 

The  trust  fund  isn't  tax  exempt  — 
though  for  years  it  was  considered  a  net 
asset  of  the  tenants'  association  in  the 
"990"  forms?  Yee  claims  yes. 

But  why  file  it  as  a  net  asset  of  the 
tenants'  association  for  all  those  years 
before? 

"It  was  probably  an  oversight,"  said 
Yee. 

So,  did  they  file  a  separate  "990"  for 
the  trust  in  2001? 

No,  said  Yee.  They're  not  supposed 
to.  He  filed  it  with  the  IRS  as  a  1041  fidu¬ 
ciary  trust  return.  Again,  according  to 
Yee,  the  trust  is  not  "a  tax  exempt  orga¬ 
nization,"  it's  a  "grantor  trust." 

Ah.  The  money  went  from  the  ten¬ 
ants'  association,  which  is  a  nonprofit,  to 
the  trust,  which  was  once  an  asset  of  the 
nonprofit,  to  being  non  tax  exempt? 

Apparently  so. 

Yee  said  that,  though  one  could  look 


"It’s  all  there," 
said  the  associa¬ 
tion's  accountant, 
it's  just  that  "it's 
a  little  bit 
confusing." 


at  the  trust  as  an  asset  of  the  Castle 
Square  Tenants'  Organization  —  after  all 
the  income  generated  from  the  trust 
always  goes  to  the  tenants'  association 
for  its  operating  expenses,  he  doesn't 
think  it's  proper  to  list  it  as  a  net  asset. 

Is  this  making  sense,  yet? 

When  asked  if  the  trust  is  an  asset, 
Mary  Goon,  the  board  treasurer  of  the 
association,  said  simply:  "I  don't  know." 

Either  way,  Lau  and  Trinh  assure 
that  the  money  is  there  and  is  safe. 

Tee  does  too. 

"It's  all  there,"  Yee  said,  it's  just  that 
"it's  a  little  bit  confusing." 
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unique  lights  that  are  the  hallmark  of 
the  Arcade. 

Still  on  the  Plaza,  the  popular 
Dorothy  Curran  Concert  Series  will 
return,  starting  July  9  with  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  Band  of  Liberty  and  run¬ 
ning  for  six  consecutive  Wednesday 
nights.  Popular  acts  include  a 
Vaudeville  Night,  the  Glenn  Miller 
Orchestra  and  others.  All  concerts 
start  at  7  p.m. 

The  popular  Adams  Park  and 
Waterfront  concert  series  both  return 
as  well. 

My  Monday  Night  Movies,  with 
Keyspan's  cooperation,  will  show 
films  in  eight  neighborhoods  this 
summer.  I  kicked  off  the  series  on 
Boston  Common  and  different  neigh¬ 
borhoods  will  be  treated  to  family- 
friendly  movies  through  August  18. 
This  summer's  screenings  will 
include  "Monsters  Inc.,"  "Stuart 
Little  2,"  "Spiderman"  and  "Spy  Kids 
2." 

The  Office  of  Special  Events, 
Tourism  &  Film  has  produced  a 
brochure  that  highlights  many  sum¬ 
mer  activities.  Copies  are  available  at 
City  Flail  or  someone  can  call  (617) 
635-3911.  Events  are  also  listed  on 
www.cityofboston.gov  /  calendar. 

ParkARTS,  entering  its  seventh 
season,  will  entertain  neighborhood 
residents.  People  from  all  over 
Boston  will  have  the  chance  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  theater,  music  and  art  right 


in  their  own  backyards.  This  sum¬ 
mer,  ParkARTS  will  host  nine  neigh¬ 
borhood  performances  and  over  70 
different  arts  workshops. 

Commonwealth  Shakespeare  will 
tour  13  parks  with  "A  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream"  and  there  will  be 
top-notch  music  by  the  Boston 
Landmarks  Orchestra  and  Berklee 
College  of  Music. 

For  more  information  on 
ParkARTS,  please  call  the  Boston 
Parks  Department  at  (61 7)  635-4505. 

The  Parks  Department  has  reno¬ 
vated  several  parks  in  anticipation  of 
the  summer.  Improvements  to  the 
Lambert  Avenue  Playground  will 
mean  new  seating,  fencing,  state-of- 
the-art  play  equipment  and  land¬ 
scaping.  Similarly,  a  commitment  to 
the  Willis  Beauford  Jr.  Playground 
will  mean  new  swings,  seating,  path¬ 
ways  and  landscaping  for  all  to 
enjoy. 

The  Mattahunt  Schoolyard  will 
also  be  a  brighter  place  this  summer 
because  of  a  renovation  to  that  lot. 
Students  can  also  learn  this  summer 
by  keeping  an  eye  out  for  the 
ReadBoston  Storymobile,  which  will 
visit  sites  from  July  7  to  August  15. 
After  having  the  thrill  of  a  story 
brought  to  life,  a  child  can  bring 
home  a  book.  To  learn  more,  please 
call  ReadBoston  at  (61 7)  918-5290. 

Summer  is  sure  to  bring  hot  weath¬ 
er  but  these  are  some  of  the  cool 
ideas  the  City  of  Boston  has  arranged 
for  your  entertainment. 


*  Indicated  the  locations  of  Sampan ’s  news  boxes. 
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Look  out  for  stories  about  the  proposed  30-story  Kensington 
Place.  The  developer  recently  filed  with  the  city  to  build  on  what’s 
called  a  Planned  Development  Area,  which  will  allow  the  height  of 
30  stories.  The  PDA  filing  is  available  for  viewing  at  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority,  ninth  floor,  City  Hall. 
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Ameri-sian  Identity 

Finally,  Real  Reality  TV... 

It  is  common  knowledge  that  reality  televi¬ 
sion  is  now  officially  a  staple  of  American  pop 
culture.  They  are  popping  up  everywhere  from 
outrageously  cruel  dating  shows  to  programs 
designed  to  induce 
mental  and  physical 
sickness  upon  their 
contestants  as  well  as 
viewers.  However 
even  in  such  dismal 
television  program¬ 
ming  there  remains  a 
silver  lining  to  be 
found:  there  are  real¬ 
ity  shows  that  do  dis¬ 
play  a  wide  array  of 
talents  as  well  as  eth¬ 
nicities.  Shows  such  as  NBC's  "Fame"  and  the 
original  reality  shows  like  MTV's  "Real  World" 
are  more  than  willing  to  showcase  that  Asian- 
Americans  can  belt  out  soulful  tunes,  and  be  as 
unabashed  and  foul-mouthed  as  their  other  col¬ 
ored  and  uncolored  counterparts. 

I  remember  watching  the  third  episode  of 
"Fame"  last  Wednesday  night,  and  being  struck 
be  jaw-dropping  surprise  to  see  not  one,  not 
two,  but  THREE  performers  of  Asian  descent  in 
the  top  12,  and  none  was  the  cookie-cutter  ideal 
of  a  pop  star  triple  threat.  Raymond  Lee  was  a 
chunky-looking  kid  with  the  stereotypical 
heavy-lidded,  slitted  eyes,  a  perfect  combination 
of  the  two  cultures'  skin-deep  "flaws."  Harlemm 
Lee  (no  relation  to  the  latter)  was  a  textbook 
example  of  how  Asians  fall  under  the  shortest  of 
all  races  that  reside  in  this  planet.  And  Jamisen 
Tiangco,  the  only  female  Asian-American  final¬ 
ist  is  of  South  East  Asian  descent,  proved  that 
the  petite  figure  associated  with  Asians  is  an 
asset  when  maneuvering  on  stage  with  mile- 
high  heels. 

What  struck  me  the  most  about  these  talents 
is  not  that  they  can  sing,  dance,  and  contain 
incredible  charisma,  but  the  fact  that  they  are  not 
the  token  Asian  contestants  simply  thrown  in  to 
give  the  group  a  more  diverse  look  and  feel.  Any 
one  can  see  through  exterior  ruses,  and  when 
audiences  are  involved  in  reality  shows,  they 
usually  take  their  roles  of  choosing  their  next 
entertainer  seriously.  In  reality,  although  we  as  a 
society  is  slowly  moving  towards  a  time  when 
looks  and  fitting  a  cookie-cutter  image  is  becom¬ 
ing  less  and  less  important  than  real  talent,  we 
are  still  human.  We  still  base  a  lot  of  what  we 
like  and  don't  like  on  looks,  and  these  three  con¬ 
testants,  although  not  bad  to  look  at,  are  not  the 
next  Justin  and  Britney  by  looks.  The  fact  that 
America  chose  these  three  contestants  based  on 
talent  as  well  as  looks,  just  goes  to  show  that  per¬ 
haps  acceptance  has  gone  beyond  skin  deep. 
After  all  isn't  that  what  really  counts  in  the  end? 

Talent  to  perform  is  something  one  is  born 
with.  How  that  talent  develops  depends  on  the 
culture  and  situation  in  which  it  is  cultivated. 
Because  these  Asian-American  performers  are 
raised  in  a  culture  and  society,  where  self- 
expression  through  the  arts  is  encouraged  rather 
than  suppressed,  they  are  able  to  compete  with 
their  white,  black,  and  Latino  counterparts.  Had 
they  been  raised  in  the  countries  where  their 
parents  were  brought  up,  the  chances  of  their 
talents  being  their  current  national  competition 
skill  level  would  be  less  than  likely. 

There  really  shouldn't  have  been  that  big  of  a 
surprise  on  my  part.  After  all,  these  contestants 
are  all  Americans  no  matter  of  race  and  gender. 
And  America  is  the  symbol  for  the  world's  melt¬ 
ing  pot.  Being  of  a  different  color  or  country  is 
the  epitome  of  being  an  American.  So  to  have 
contestants  judged  pass  what  race  they  are  just 
shows  the  how  far  the  country  has  come  accep¬ 
tance-wise. 

With  Asians  in  the  running  who  are  no 
longer  just  token  players,  does  this  mean  that 
society  is  finally  realizing  that  Asian- Americans 
truly  have  performing  talents  and  skills?  Is 
•  America  ready  for  their  next  pop  idol  to  be  of  an 
off-white  yellow  skin  tone,  and  complete  the 
entertainment  race  by  finally  inducting  Asians 
into  the  fold?  Only  time  can  tell.  But  now  with 
the  three  Asian-Americans  out  of  ten  finalists 
vying  for  the  top  spot  in  fame,  the  prospects  are 
looking  better  than  before. 


By  Sampan's 
columnist  Liang  Qu 


HELP  WANTED 


STUDENT  PAYMENT  OFFICE 
Assistant  Bursar 


Responsibilities:  Supervise  day-to-day  operations  of  Student  Payment 
Office;  disseminate  information;  maintain  on-line  accounts  receivable 
system;  disburse  funds;  maintain  cash  control;  analyze  accounts  and 
resolve  discrepancies;  work  with  outside  collection  agency;  reconcile 
financial  transactions.  Establish  and  maintain  cooperative  working 
relationships  within  a  diverse,  multicultural  environment.  Work 
schedule  will  include  two  evenings  until  7:30  p.m.  and  some  weekends. 

Qualifications: 

•Bachelor's  degree  required 

•Supervisory  experience  in  accounting  or  finance  required 

•  Excellent  verbal  and  written  communication  skills  required 
•Experience  with  Datatel  Colleague  system  or  other  integrated  student 

accounts-receivable  systems  preferred 

•  Knowledge  of  financial  aid  regulations  preferred 

Salary  Range:  $45, 000.00450, 000.00 

Review  of  applications  will  begin  July  8,  2003  and  will  continue  until 
position  is  filled. 

To  apply  in  confidence,  candidates  should  send  a  resume  and  a  letter 
addressing  the  requirements  of  the  position,  and  a  copy  of  transcripts 
(unofficial  is  acceptable),  to:  Molly  B.  Ambrose,  Director  of  Human 
Resources  and  Labor  Relations,  Bunker  Hill  Community  College,  250 
New  Rutherford  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02129-2925  or  visit  our  website 
at  www.bhcc.mass.edu 


JBunker  Hill 

illll  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

Learning  Jbr  the  Real  World 


Bunker  Hill  Community  College  is  an 
Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer.  Women,  people  of  color,  individuals 
with  disabilities  and  others  are  strongly 
encouraged  to  apply. 


t 


Administrative  Coordinator 


Direct  admissions  activities  for  Graduate  School  of  Engineering 
programs;  provide  support  services  to  prospective  students;  supervise 
student  services  activities.  Establish  procedures  and  coordinate 
processing  of  research  proposals  generated  by  faculty/researchers; 
facilitate  Director's  interaction/work  with  university  research  related 
departments,  federal/state  and  private  funding  agencies,  corporations 
and  foundations.  Provide  general  administrative  support  for  related 
student  programs  and  part-time  faculty. 

Bachelor's  degree  required;  Master's  degree  preferred.  Minimum 
2-3  years'  experience  in  a  university  or  administrative  department. 
Computer  literacy  with  PCs  and  application  software  (e.g.,  MS  Word, 
Access,  Excel,  or  equivalent)  needed.  Must  have  strong  organizational 
and  communication  skills.  Experience  dealing  with  international 
students  recommended. 

Send  resume  to:  Dean  Yaman  Yener,  Northeastern  University,  130 
Snell  Engineering  Center,  360  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02115. 

Northeastern  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity /Affirmative  Action/Title  IX 
educational  institution  and  employer. 


Northeastern 

UNIVERSITY 


Bored  This 
Summer? 
Volunteer  at 
the  Sampan! 


Call  (617)  426-9492,  Ext.  207 


School  of  Law  Openings 


Director  of  Financial  Aid 


Advise  prospective,  admitted  and  enrolled  students  on  the  availability 
of  financial  aid  and  coordinate  and  manage  the  financial  aid  delivery 
system.  Direct  and  manage  the  day-to-day  operations  of  financial  aid 
delivery  for  500+  law  students.  Administer  federal/state/NU  based 
financial  assistance.  Perform  survey  research,  design  and  data  analysis. 
Must  have  Bachelor's  degree  (advanced  degree  preferred)  with  3-5  years' 
relevant  financial  aid  experience  in  a  higher  educational  setting.  Must 
also  have:  proven  expertise  in  Title  IV  regulation;  experience  working 
with  diverse  audiences;  skill  in  supervision,  preparation  and  maintenance 
of  statistical  reports  and  records;  strong  interpersonal  and  presentation 
skills;  computer  familiarity  with  Word,  Excel  and/or  Access  and 
experience  with  all  Federal  delivery  software  products. 

Send  resume  to  Diane  Tsoulas,  Associate  Dean,  School  of  Law, 

120  Knowles  Center,  Northeastern  University,  400  Huntington  Ave., 
Boston,  MA  02115  or  fax  to:  617-373-8793. 


Assistant  Director,  Office  of  Academic 
&  Student  Affairs 


To  manage  and  supervise  the  Office  of  Academic  and  Student  Affairs, 
which  is  the  administradve  center  for  all  of  the  day-to-day  operations  of 
the  academic  and  student  program  at  the  Law  School.  Monitors  office 
work  flow,  directs  and  supervises  maintenance  of  students'  academic  files, 
course  registration  and  other  related  student  services.  Administers  the 
computerized  record-keeping  system  in  conjunction  with  the  University 
system.  Evaluates  the  system's  efficiency  and  effectiveness  and  makes 
adjustments  as  necessary.  Qualifications:  Bachelor's  degree,  plus  a  minimum 
of  two  years  of  relevant  administrative  and  supervisory  experience  preferably 
in  an  educational  setting.  Strong  written  and  oral  skills,  and  excellent 
administrative,  organizational  and  interpersonal  skills.  Experience  with 
computerized  information  tracking  systems  is  required.  Ability  to  anticipate 
and  solve  problems.  Ability  to  work  under  pressure  in  order  to  meet 
important  deadlines. 

Send  resume  to  Bettye  Freeman,  Assistant  Dean,  School  of  Law,  55  CG, 
Northeastern  University,  400  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02115  or 
fax  to:  617-373-4065. 

Northeastern  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action/Title  IX 
educational  institution  and  employer. 

HH  Northeastern 

UNIVERSITY 


Working  Together  for 

a  Healthier  Community 

The  Step  One  Early  Intervention  Program  provides  educational 
and  therapeutic  services  to  children  from  birth  to  three 
years,  and  provides  support  and  education  to  their  families. 

Teacher  Assistant 

Full-Time 
Quincy 

Great  opportunity  to  assist  in  a  parent-baby  group  or 
developmental  toddler  group  for  special  needs  children.  Successful  candidate 
must  be  a  minimum  of  18  years  old  and  have  a  High  School  diploma. 

In  addition,  requires  the  ability  to  relate  to  families  and  their  infants  and 
have  a  basic  knowledge  of  child  development.  Bilingual  in 
Cantonese/English  preferred. 

We  offer  outstanding  benefits  and  compensation  as  well  as  a  teamwork 
environment  that  fosters  creativity  and  professional  growth. 

For  more  information,  call: 

Recruitment 
South  Shore  Mental  Health 
Phone:(617)847-1950 
or  (800)  852-2844 
TTY:  (617)  847-1922 
Fax:(617)328-5021 
EOE,  M/F/D/V 


FACILITIES  MANAGEMENT 
Maintained  I  -  (Grounds) 


Responsibilities:  Performs  janitorial,  custodial,  landscaping,  snow 
removal,  grounds  keeping  and  maintenance  tasks  for  upkeep  of  college 
buildings  and  grounds.  Primary  duties  will  be  landscaping/grounds 
keeping,  may  be  assigned  to  any  of  the  above  areas  as  needed. 

Qualifications:  Ability  to  follow  oral  and  written  instructions,  to  establish 
and  maintain  harmonious  working  relationships  with  others.  Must  have 
physical  stamina,  endurance  and  be  willing  to  work  in  all  types  of 
weather.  Applicants  with  experience  using  professional  landscaping 
equipment  and  strong  landscaping  and  grounds  keeping  background 
preferred.  Possession  of  a  valid  Massachusetts  Class  3  Motor  Vehicle 
Operators  license  required. 

Closing  Date:  July  8,  2003 

Salary:  $424.68/wk  @  $22,083.36/yr 

Shift:  Monday-Friday:  7:00  a.m.  -  3:30  p.m. 

To  Apply:  Submit  a  letter  of  application,  resume  (or  application  form)  to: 

Bunker  Hill  Community  College,  Office  of  Human  Resources,  250  New 
Rutherford  Ave,  Boston,  MA  02129-2925  or  visit  our  website  at 
www.bhcc.mass.edu. 

Bunker  Hill  Community  College  is  an 
Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer.  Women,  people  of  color,  individuals 
with  disabilities  and  others  are  strongly 
encouraged  to  apply. 
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Dependence  and  Independence 


By  Fred  Chin 

Freedom  extends  beyond  spatial  bounds. 
Liberty  presumes  an  autonomy  of  self  that 
includes  freedom  of  thought,  belief  expression, 
and  certain  intimate  conduct.  The  instant  case 
involves  liberty  of  the  person  both  in  its  spatial 
and  more  transcendent  dimensions. 

--U.S.  Supreme  Court  Justice  Anthony  M. 
Kennedy 

Court  Opinion  on  Lawrence  vs.  Texas,  No. 
02-102,  June  26,  2003 


This  Fourth  of  July  2003  our  communi¬ 
ty  has  much  to  think  about. 

To  meditate  on  American  cultural 
beliefs  and  social  practices  can  be  a  fun 
part  of  a  birthday  celebration. 

Immigrants  arriving  in  America  since 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  1776 
have  been  influenced  by  and  adopted 
American  beliefs  and  practices  as  if  they 
are  absolute  universal  truth. 

Many  of  the  adopted  American  beliefs 
and  practices,  having  done  irreparable 
social  damages,  have  imposed  grave  moral 
injustice  on  generations  of  Asian 
Americans.  Many  are  being  re-examined 
today.  By  extension,  the  harm  inflicted  on 
Asian  Americans  condemns  the  cultures 
imported  from  Asia  leading  to  the  subordi¬ 
nation  of  all  matters  Asian. 

Inheritance  from  Evolution 

Independence  Day  celebration  reminds 
us  of  a  shared  cultural  destiny  in  a  human 
future  of  a  tightly  bound  world. 

Like  the  United  States,  a  majority  of 
Asian  culture  has  a  tradition  of 
Independence  Day  to  celebrate  freedom 
from  colonial  rule.  Under  different  con¬ 
tracted  circumstances,  Macau  in  1999  and 
Hong  Kong  in  1997  gained  political  free¬ 
dom  from  Portugal  and  Britain,  respective¬ 
ly.  During  the  recent  half  of  the  previous 
century,  Asians  have  worked  intensely  to 
repair  cultural  harm  done  and  to  shed 
absolute  thinking  of  a  colonial  time. 
Success  each  year  is  celebrated  with  fire¬ 
works. 

Unlike  the  United  States,  Asian  celebra¬ 
tions  are  only  fifty  plus  or  minus  years 
despite  the  fact  that  the  rigid  doctrine  of 
Colonialism  goes  as  far  back  as  1776. 
Which  means  since  1776,  we  the  people  on 
this  Earth  have  struggled  for  indepen¬ 
dence  -  national,  political,  spiritual,  legal, 
and  cultural.  Because  of  historical  differ¬ 
ences,  progress  made  or  failure  suffered  in 
Asia  is  not  comparable  with  those  in  the 
United  States. 

There  is  one  notable  similarity:  in  Asia, 
as  it  is  in  the  United  States,  the  struggle 
against  colonial  dependency  still  contin¬ 
ues. 

In  actuality,  none  of  us  are  truly  inde¬ 
pendent.  Why  is  it  that  the  beliefs  and 
practices  of  the  United  States  are  quite 
dependent  on  the  British,  still? 

Read  the  daily  news  today.  On  world 
affairs,  the  British  influence  holds  strong 
over  the  United  States.  Listen  to  the  radio. 
British  opinions  accent  the  airwaves.  In 
finance,  manufacturing,  and  communica¬ 
tions,  the  British  or  their  subsidiary 
Canadian  multinational  corporations  con¬ 
trol  a  large  stake  among  important 
American  industry. 

More  important,  in  areas  of  cultural 
development  and  nation  building, 
America  has  depended  largely  on  the 
British  originated  evolutionary  theory. 
Race  relations,  women  liberation,  the 
entrepreneurial  tradition,  outlooks  on  sex¬ 
ual  preferences.  Affirmative  Action,  and 
even  immigration  policies  are  based  on  or 
reinforced  by  an  American  self-image  on 
the  survival  of  the  fittest.  A  pioneer  tradi¬ 
tion  of  rugged  American  individualism  is 
underscored  by  Darwinian  ideas. 
Nineteenth  and  twentieth  centurv 


American  history  shows  consistent  expan¬ 
sion  practices  that  stretched  and  interpret¬ 
ed  the  idea  of  natural  selection  to  advance 
an  American  political  agenda. 

Not  all  Americans  today  accept  the 
principle  of  evolution  as  outlined  in  the 
1859  book  "The  Origin  of  Species"  of  the 
British  explorer  Charles  Darwin.  School 
Committees  in  various  communities  of 
America  insist  on  the  creation  myth  of  a 
God  who  brings  forth  highly  evolved  peo¬ 
ple.  By  this.  Creationists  mean  Caucasians. 
That  may  include  a  speckle  of  fair-skinned 
Asian  here  and  there.  Creationist  has  their 
own  evolutionary  theory  that  finds  people 
who  do  not  believe  in  a  Christian  God  as 
lowly  in  the  same  category  as  animals. 
Luckily,  the  arguments  between  the 
Creationist  and  the  Evolutionist  are  still 
evolving.  So  is  a  similar  branch  of  argu¬ 
ment  on  Nature  versus  Nurture  that 
debates  human  social  and  sexual  develop¬ 
ment. 

For  Asians,  these  continuing  arguments 
and  debates,  though  conflicting  and  con¬ 
fusing,  have  great  social  and  cultural  sig¬ 
nificance. 

For  instance,  the  latest  US  Supreme 
Court  opinion  in  Lawrence  versus  Texas 
case  framed  a  legal  decision  for  sexual  free¬ 
dom  gives  recognition  to  "spatial  and 
more  transcendental  dimensions".  This 
implies  a  regard  for  more  than  the  physical 
space  of  a  bedroom,  and  for  more  than 
Darwin  and  Divine  power.  It  is  a  regard 
for  personal  liberty  within  a  cultural  space 
where  private  feelings  and  personal 
knowledge  work  together  for  a  genuine 
individual  experience.  The  legal  opinion 
acknowledges  a  close  relation  between  the 
personal  and  the  social  space  -  which 
sounds  very  much  like  the  Confucian 
social  order  enforced  by  Chinese  Legalists 
of  over  two  thousand  years. 

SURVIVAL  OF  THE  FITTEST 

According  to  Chinese  principle  on 
human  survival,  people  are  dependent  on 
the  Five  Relationships.  They  are  the  emo¬ 
tional  and  physical  bonds  between  1)  par¬ 
ent  and  child,  2)  between  married  couples, 
3)  between  siblings,  4)  among  friends,  and 
5)  between  the  government  and  citizens. 

In  other  words,  a  person  survives 
through  the  strengths  of  each  social  rela¬ 
tionship  with  his  or  her  parents,  brothers 
and  sisters,  with  friends,  the  spouse  after 
marriage,  and  his  or  her  relationship  as  a 
subject  to  the  government.  Individual  suc¬ 
cess  depends  on  other  people;  and  recipro¬ 
cally,  prosperity  of  a  larger  society 
depends  on  the  individual.  At  every  tele¬ 
vised  award  ceremony,  this  value  of  reci¬ 
procity  that  depends  on  the  Five 
Relationships  is  evident  in  the  speeches  of 
winners  who  give  credit  to  a  long  list  of 
people  for  professional  or  personal  suc¬ 
cess. 

Where  the  Five  Relationships  are  not 
strong,  it  is  said  that  the  individual  loses 
the  fitness  to  function  properly  leading  to 
disorder  in  the  family.  Similarly,  it  is  said 
that  a  society  that  brings  harm  to  a  per¬ 
son's  five  primary  relations  causes  wide¬ 
spread  cultural  dysfunction.  Where  the 
Five  Relationships  are  in  order,  that  society 
succeeds  and  prospers.  For  millenniums, 
this  value  of  social  interdependence  has 
ruled  the  lives  and  lifestyles  of  the  Chinese 
and  most  Asians. 

During  the  past  three  centuries  of 
European  colonial  domination,  however. 
Western  social  and  political  values  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  Asian  cultural  systems 
eroded  a  way  of  life  that  emphasized  bal¬ 
ance  and  reciprocity.  A  hurtful  conse¬ 
quence  has  been  the  erosion  of  personal 
dignity,  for  everyone. 

Material  benefits  gained  from  increased 
financial  wealth  and  social  status  from  a 
more  industrialized  Asia  offered  personal 
success  to  a  few  but  brought  more  social 


frictions  to  most.  In  the  United  States,  the 
incredibly  wide  financial  and  social  gaps 
among  Asian  Americans,  recent  immi¬ 
grants  becoming  instant  millionaires  and 
long-time  citizens  on  welfare,  are  reflec¬ 
tions  of  uneven  and  problematic  American 
public  policies.  Of  current,  voices  from  the 
Arab  streets  are  particularly  loud  to  protest 
historic  blind  forces  of  cultural  conversion. 

Arab  voices  cite  examples  from  a  Far 
East  where  the  Japanese  and  Chinese  are 
reduced  to  cultural  caricatures  of 
American  commercial  influences.  They 
cite  a  history  of  overreaching  American 
commercial  and  political  behaviors  in  East 
and  Southeast  Asia  to  reject  well  meaning 
American  support  for  the  Middle  East. 
Here  again.  East  and  Southeast  Asian 
value  of  reciprocity  that  allows  for  social 
absorption  and  political  accommodation  is 
being  misconstrued  as  a  cultural  weakness 
or  a  cultural  sellout. 

The  current  cultural  clashes  of  East  and 
West  is  another  worldwide  social  struggle 
by  the  peoples  to  readjust  and  relocate  a 
more  fitting  values  system  that  will  sur¬ 
vive  a  world  that  is  much  better  intercon¬ 
nected  than  any  previous  centimes. 

SEXUAL  SELECTION 

The  Age  of  Exploration  offered  Charles 
Darwin  a  grand  opportunity  to  travel 
around  the  world  to  pursue  his  interest  in 
the  animal  kingdom.  He  was  one  of  the 
few  privileged  British  with  a  scientific 
mind  to  explore  the  Americas.  He  came  in 
close  contact  with  a  variety  of  Native 
Americans,  including  Asians  down  the 
western  coast  of  Americas,  along  with  var¬ 
ious  European  traders,  soldiers  and  sailors 
flourishing  on  the  American  continent. 

By  the  time  Darwin  published  "The 
Descent  of  Man  and  Selection  in  Relation 
to  Sex"  in  1871,  Colonialism  was  at  its 
influential  peak.  Though  the  capitals  of 
late  19th  Century  Europe  was  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  colonial  exploits  in  the  Americas, 
Africa,  and  Asia,  European  societies  were 
unraveling  from  economic  and  cultural 
turmoil.  There  were  major  social  problems 
between  the  royally  rich  and  the  barefoot¬ 
ed  poor,  the  highly  educated  and  the  illit¬ 
erate  rejects,  the  morally  superior  and  the 
spiritually  oppressed. 

From  exposures  to  many  different 
world  values,  the  social  outlook  and  sexu¬ 
al  behaviors  of  worldly  European  men  and 
women  no  longer  conformed  to  estab¬ 
lished  Judeo-Christian  morality.  Carrying 
baggage  of  Europe's  cultural  dysfunction. 


the  largest  officially  organized  wave  of  the 
oppressed,  the  illiterate,  and  the  poor 
immigrated  to  the  US.  It  was  a  Darwinian 
social  experiment  program  of  the  era.  The 
US  population  spread  of  this  immigrant 
wave  pretty  much  directed  public  policies 
and  defined  cultural  values  of  20th 
Century  America.  Out  of  an  old  colonial 
chaos,  the  people  of  the  US  today  inherited 
an  evolving  public  benefits  and  the  press¬ 
ing  global  conflicts. 

His  book  "The  Descent  of  Man..."  was 
one  of  the  first  "scientific  inquiries"  where 
Darwin  cross-referenced  the  behavior  of 
creatures  among  the  animals  to  explain  the 
difference  and  evolution  of  human  social 
and  sexual  behaviors.  Similarities  between 
monkeys  and  Asians,  and  advantages  of 
Caucasian  males  against  females,  were 
compared.  This  form  of  serious  science 
gave  rise  to  a  century  and  current  musings 
of  prominent  and  influential  social  evolu¬ 
tionists  in  the  United  States. 

According  to  social  evolutionists,  men 
are  bigger  and  better  than  women  because 
the  natural  urge  for  hereditary  human  sur¬ 
vival  creates  a  stronger  species  to  protect  a 
weaker  species.  Strong  women  are  results 
of  genetic  mutation  mostly  occurring  in  the 
remote  jungle  of  the  Amazon.  When  men 
are  small  and  weak  it  is  due  to  inferior 
genes  from  poor  breeding,  or  from  cultural 
values  that  keep  the  men  docile  and  effem¬ 
inate. 

Nineteenth  Century  American  immi¬ 
grants  from  China,  Japan,  and  the 
Philippines  had  to  fight  hard  against 
Darwinian  stereotypes  created  by  social 
evolution  programs.  These  American 
stereotypes  keep  evolving  with  time. 
Nowadays,  the  stretching  of  Darwinian 
idea  on  the  powerless  attraction  for  the 
powerful  is  often  cited  for  the  sexual  habits 
of  Asian  women  and  men  who  exclusively  ' 
date  Caucasian  men.  The  genetic  pro¬ 
grams  of  evolution  is  said  to  be  responsible 
for  men  to  want  multiple  sexual  partners 
while  women  desire  only  monogamous 
marriages.  The  combination  of  Darwinian 
ideas  on  power  and  sexuality  also 
explained  President  Clinton's  extramarital 
sex  habits  and  Monica's  attraction  for  The 
Chief. 

As  we  can  see,  many  of  the  flawed 
assumptions  in  the  musing  of  Darwin  who 
himself  was  under  the  social  and  moral 
influences  of  his  time  are  still  a  problem 
today.  The  best  thing  is  that  everything  is 
in  the  process  of  evolution,  changing  and 
changing  all  the  time. 


THIS  COULD 
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CALL  (617)426- 
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New  Super  88  Opens  in  Quincy 


Owners  of  the  88  Super  Market  and  others  cut  a  ribbon,  celebrating  the  new  market  in  Quincy 


By  Sam  Gaynor 

Amidst  a  festive  celebration  consisting 
of  traditional  Chinese  dragonhead  ling 
dancing  and  an  illumination  of  fireworks, 
the  newest  Super  88  supermarket  opened 
its  doors  on  June  24  in  Quincy.  Located  at 
731  Hancock  Street,  this  is  the  fifth  super¬ 
market  opened  and  owned  by  George  and 
Peter  Luu  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  first 
located  outside  of  Boston,  as  it  joins  the 
other  Super  88' s  located  in  Chinatown,  the 
South  End,  Allston,  and  at  South  Bay 
Center.  The  chain  is  known  for  its  fresh 
seafood  and  inexpensive  prices,  as  well  as 
being  the  largest  Asian- American  super¬ 
market  chain  in  the  Greater  Boston  region. 

Following  a  celebration  to  drive  away 


By  Tina  Pak 

More  than  100  people  came  out  to 
show  their  support  for  Christopher 
Wong,  a  young  teenage  boy  with 
Leukemia,  by  participating  in  the  Boston 
Chinese  Community  Church's  bone  mar¬ 
row  drive  on  June  22.  The  event  was  host¬ 
ed  in  part  by  Winston  Wong, 

Christopher' s  father. 

Christopher  was  diagnosed  with 
Leukemia  in  August  of  2002  when  he  was 

in  the  8^  grade. 

Because  so  few  Asians  are  registered 
donors,  the  Wong  family  has  had  difficul¬ 
ty  finding  a  match  for  Christopher. 

While  4.9  million  bone  marrow  donors 
are  registered,  only  6.5%  of  those  regis¬ 
tered  are  of  Asian  or  Pacific  Islander 
descent,  which  means  the  odds  are 
against  Asians,  such  as  Christopher,  when 
trying  to  find  a  matching  donor. 


all  evil  spirits  that  may  encumber  the 
prosperity  of  the  store,  brief  remarks  were 
given  by  owners  George  and  Peter  Luu, 
Chief  Financial  Officer  of  Super  88  super¬ 
markets,  and  Ron  Zooleck,  the  president 
of  the  South  Shore  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

"We  have  always  been  a  neighborhood 
store,  and  we're  thrilled  to  open  our  doors 
in  Quincy,  becoming  a  part  of  this  neigh¬ 
borhood,"  stated  George  Luu. 

Zooleck  welcomed  the  Luu  family  to 
Quincy,  declaring  that  "the  Asian 
American  community  has  brought  a 
tremendous  amount  to  the  South  Shore". 

Following  the  ribbon  cutting  ceremo¬ 
ny  was  a  guided  tour  of  the  new  store,  in 
which  George  Luu  described  the  many 


Though  many  would  think  that  a 
patient's  family  member  would  be  a  like¬ 
ly  match,  this  is  often  not  the  case. 

According  to  the  Cammy  Lee 
Leukemia  Foundation,  the  chances  of 
finding  a  match  amongst  relatives  are 
only  30%.  There's  actually  a  higher  proba¬ 
bility  of  finding  a  matching  donor  for 
someone  who  is  a  member  of  the  ethnic 
community  of  the  patient. 

"It's  been  an  education  that  my  son's 
not  the  only  Asian  boy  waiting  for  a 
donor,"  said  Winston  Wong.  "There  are  a 
lot  of  people  waiting  and  it's  harder  for 
ethnic  people  to  find  unrelated  matches, 
meaning  people  outside  of  your  family." 

But  despite  the  challenge  of  finding  a 
donor,  the  Wong  family  has  been  getting 
help  from  volunteers,  relatives,  friends 
from  China,  and  concerned  people  who 
happened  to  hear  about  Christopher. 

This  was  obvious  at  the  June  22  bone 


Asian  products  unique  to  the  Super  88 
stores.  In  addition  to  their  wide  variety  of 
fresh  seafood.  Super  88  boasts  one  of  the 
most  exhaustive  selections  of  rice  (sweet, 
basmati,  and  jasmine)  and  fresh  vegeta¬ 
bles  in  the  Boston  area.  Further  catering 
to  the  Asian  community,  the  market 
boasts  a  large  variety  of  soy  and  tofu 
products,  as  well  as  hard-to-find  Asian 
fruits  and  spices,  mei  yuan  (preserved 
Asian  fruits),  Shumai  dumplings,  on  top  of 
the  typical  selection  of  essential  American 
foods  such  as  canned  goods,  breads,  dairy 
products,  and  many  kinds  of  meat. 

For,  as  George  Luu  stated,  "Quincy  is 
a  remarkably  diverse  city,  and  we  think 
the  people  here  will  be  pleased  with  the 
diversity  of  our  products." 


marrow  drive. 

"My  reason  for  volunteering  is  that  I 
lost  a  family  member  to  cancer,  and  when 
I  heard  about  this  I  had  to  do  this,"  said 
Rosa  Nichols,  a  Referral  Coordinator  at 
Harvard  Vanguard  who  works  with 
Christopher  at  the  pediatrics  center.  "I 
love  Christopher... It's  devastating  when 
you  have  a  family  member  who's  dying 
and  you're  waiting  and  waiting." 

Each  year  30,000  patients  are  diag¬ 
nosed  with  Leukemia  and  for  many  their 
only  chance  for  survival  is  a  marrow  or 
blood  stem  cell  transplant. 

For  more  information  on  Leukemia  or  donat¬ 
ing  bone  marrow  go  to  www.marrow.org.  For 
local  information  you  can  contact  the  New 
England  Marrow  Donor  Program  at  l-(800)- 
676-4545. 


Q&A  with  NAPALC 
About  Supreme  Court 
Decision 

By  Sam  Gaynor 

On  June  23,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  concluded  the  long  debate 
over  affirmative  action  in  colleges  and 
law  schools.  Although  the  ruling  left 
much  to  be  debated,  it  allowed  the  use  of 
race  as  a  factor  in  admissions  by  a  five  to 
four  vote.  In  a  separate  decision,  the 
cotut  voted  to  disallow  the  "point  sys¬ 
tem"  in  college  admissions,  a  system 
which  awarded  points  to  minorities  on 
the  basis  of  their  race.  Many,  such  as  the 
National  Asian  Pacific  American  Legal 
Consortium's  Katherine  Newell,  feel 
relieved  that  the  United  States'  highest 
court  is  finally  recognizing  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  diversity.  The  Sampan  spoke 
recently  with  Newell  to  inquire  about 
the  NAPALC's  position  on  the  recent 
ruling. 

Sampan:  Do  you  think  it's  fair  to  factor 
in  race  when  admitting  people  into  col¬ 
leges  and  universities? 

NAPALC:  Diversity  is  a  compelling 
interest.  It  is  logical  that  it  should  be 
considered  to...  be  such  a  strong  factor. 
Colleges  and  employers  are  never  able 
to  tell  who,  in  fact,  will  be  the  most  capa¬ 
ble  and  best  workers  or  students. 
Numbers,  grades,  and  SAT  scores  are 
not  always  a  clear  indicator,  and  thus 
diversity  should  be  considered  on  top  of 
those  numbers,  as  diversity  is  able  to 
better  prepare  all  students  for  real-life 
situations. 

Sampan:  Many  affirmative  action  oppo¬ 
nents  believe  that  the  process  is  in  fact 
"reverse  discrimination",  as  white  stu¬ 
dents  are  forced  to  be  held  to  higher 
standards  than  minorities.  How  do  you 
react  to  this? 

NAPALC:  First  of  all,  the  idea  of  reverse 
discrimination  is  a  false  notion. 
Hopefully,  this  decision  [in  allowing  for 
affirmative  action  in  the  application 
process]  will  help  to  breakdown  the 
walls  of  discrimination.  This  is  why 
diversity  is  so  important.  Without 
diversity,  the  economic  class  system  will 
never  overcome  the  color  barrier. 
Further,  many  minorities,  especially 
Asian  Americans  are  being  discriminat¬ 
ed  against  today.  There  is  a  common 
idea  existing  that  all  Asians  are  the 
same,  and  that  thus  all  their  issues  are 
the  same.  Yet,  the  Asian  American  com¬ 
munity  exists  of  people  of  all  different 
nationalities,  and  all  have  different 
issues,  some  of  which  call  for  affirmative 
action  in  order  to  award  them  with  equal 
opportunity.  Further,  there  is  wide¬ 
spread  discrimination  in  the  employ¬ 
ment  world,  with  contracting,  and  in  the 
media. 

Sampan:  Many  minorities  are  forced  to 
grow  up  without  the  same  opportunities 
afforded  to  many  whites.  Do  you  think 
that  the  college  decision  process  should 
be  looked  at  on  a  class  basis,  rather  than 
a  race  basis? 

NAPALC:  At  this  point  we  have  enough 
consideration  on  both  sides,  [economic 
and  race  related  considerations] 

Sampan:  You  filed  an  amicus  brief  in 
support  of  the  University  of  Michigan's 
admission  procedures  in  February, 
along  with  a  number  of  other  Asian 
Pacific  American  organizations.  Can 

CONTINUED  NEXT  PAGE 


The  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council  meeting  is  the  third  Monday  of  the  the  month  at  6 
p.m.  St.  James  Church.  The  Chinatown  Safety  Committee  meeting  is  the  first  Wednesday  of 
the  month  at  the  Double  Tree  Hotel  at  10:30  a.m. 


Many  Come  Out  T o  Chinatown 
For  Bone  Marrow  Drive 
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m  POLICE  REPORT 


June  16 

Man  Suffers  from  Spit  Attack  After  His 
Car  is  Vandalized 

At  2:30  a.m.  authorities  were  called  to 
Kneel  and  Street  by  a  victim  who  stated  that 
an  unknown  group  of  people  damaged  his 
car  and  spit  in  his  face.  No  arrests  were 
made. 

June  18 

Man  Attacks  Himself 

At  5:50  a.m.  police  officers  responded  to 
an  assault  and  battery  report  on  830 
Washington  Street.  Upon  arrival,  officers 
found  the  male  victim  lying  on  Nassau 
Street.  The  victim  suffered  from  facial  lacera¬ 
tions.  Further  investigation  revealed  that  the 
he  had  inflicted  the  injuries  upon  himself. 

He  was  then  transported  to  the  hospital  for 
treatment. 

A  Woman  is  Brutally  Attacked  and  Robbed 

As  a  woman  entered  into  a  building  at  72 
Kneeland  Street  at  12:40  in  the  afternoon,  an 
unknown  male  suspect  came  up  from 
behind  her  and  put  a  knife  to  her  neck. 

While  struggling  to  break  free,  the  woman 
was  stabbed  multiple  times  on  the  hand  and 
neck.  The  suspect  proceeded  to  steal  her 
belongings  and  fled  towards  South  Station. 
Upon  arrival  of  the  police  officers,  the 
woman  was  treated  on  the  spot  and  then 
transported  to  the  hospital  for  further  treat¬ 
ment.  Her  injuries  were  reported  to  be  non¬ 
life  threatening.  Several  units  were  called  to 
the  scene  to  conduct  a  search  for  the  suspect. 
No  arrests  were  made  and  an  investigation 
is  still  impending. 

Lost  Property 

A  male  victim  reported  lost  property  at 
2:30  p.m.  on  830  Washington  Street. 

Breaking  and  Entering 

At  9:30  p.m.  an  unknown  suspect  broke 
into  a  car  on  60  Hudson  Street.  The  suspect 
fled  the  scene  before  authorities  arrived  and 
no  arrests  were  made. 


Hit  and  Run 

While  driving  on  Hudson  Street  at  10:00 
p.m.,  an  unknown  suspect  hit  another  motor 
vehicle  and  fled  the  scene.  No  arrests  were 
made. 

June  19 

Warrant  for  Arrest 

After  Stoughton  Court  issued  a  default 
warrant,  police  officers  arrested  the  suspect 
on  Beach  Street  at  1:50  p.m. 

Man  is  Held  at  Knife  Point 

Police  officers  responded  to  an  armed 
robbery  report  on  Beach  Street.  The  victim 
stated  that  he  was  walking  near  Oxford 
Place  when  an  unknown  suspect  grabbed 
him  from  behind  and  displayed  a  knife. 

The  suspect  then  removed  money  from  the 
victim's  pocket  and  fled  the  scene.  No 
arrests  were  made. 

Warrant  for  Arrest 

A  warrant  for  arrest  was  issued  for  a  sus¬ 
pect.  The  suspect  was  arrested  on  Beach 
Street  at  7:32  p.m. 

Drug  dealer  tries  to  sell  to  Police  Officers 
While  two  police  officers  were  on  duty 
on  Harrison  Avenue  they  were  approached 
by  a  suspect.  The  suspect  asked  one  of  the 
officers  if  he  wanted  to  purchase  some 
drugs.  The  suspect  then  showed  the  officer 
several  bags  of  what  was  believed  to  be 
crack  cocaine.  As  police  officers  attempted  to 
arrest  the  suspect,  he  fled.  After  a  brief 
struggle,  he  was  finally  apprehended  and 
placed  under  arrest. 

June  20 

Duped  by  New  "Friends" 

A  male  victim  was  robbed  by  an  un¬ 
armed  suspect  at  3:45  a.m.  on  Oak  Street. 

The  victim  stated  to  the  police  that  he  had 
met  the  suspects  at  a  bar  in  Faneuil  Hall. 
After  the  bar  closed,  the  victim  and  the  sus¬ 
pects  shared  a  cab  together.  When  the  cab 


Police  Numbers 

For  all  Emergencies  call  911 

(617)  343-4627 

District  A-l 

Suffolk  County  A.D.A  Mark  Hallal 

(617)  343-4240 

(617)  619-4174 

Police  Captain  Bernard  P.  O' 

Community  Disorders  Unit 

Rourke,  Commander,  District  A-l 
(617)  343-4238 

(617)  343-4527 

Crime  Stoppers  Hotline 

Lt.  Det.  Michael  Galvin 

(800)  494-8477 

(617)  343-4571 

Hackney  Carriage  Unit  (617)  343-4475 

Community  Service  Office  (617)  343- 
4627 

Sexual  Assault  Unit 
(617)  343-4400 

Sgt.  Det.  Robert  Maffeo,  District  A- 
1,  Drug  Unit,  (617)  343-5359 

Stolen  Car  Unit 
(617)  343-4535 

District  A-l  Detectives 
(617)  343-4248 

Towing  Unit 
(617)  343-4629 

Auto  Investigators 
(617)  343-1599 

Boston  Housing  Police 
(617)  423-1212 

P.O.  Ted  Boyle,  Youth  Service 

Officer 

Boston  School  Police 

(617)  343-4627 

(617)  635-8000 

P.O.  Joe  Donovan,  Property  Room 

Emerson  College  Campus  Police 

(617)  343-4240 

(617)  735-9888 

Det.  Suzanne  James 

M.B.T.A.  Police 

(617)  343-4571 

(617)  222-5151 

P.O.  Dave  Saddler,  Community 

Massachusetts  State  Police 

Service  Officer 

(617)  523-1212 

stopped  at  Oak  Street  one  of  the  suspects 
punched  the  victim  in  the  face  and  grabbed 
his  wallet.  Both  of  the  suspects  fled  down 
Washington  Street  before  they  could  be 
arrested. 

Drug  Dealer  Busted 

While  responding  to  another  call  on 
Washington  Street,  police  officers  observed  a 
man  engaged  in  suspicious  activity.  After 
watching  him  for  45  minutes  the  officers 
approached  him.  When  the  man  saw  the 
police  officers  approaching,  he  fled  across 
Washington  Street.  Admist  trying  to  flee,  the 
man  tossed  some  unknown  objects  into  his 
mouth.  When  the  man  was  finally  appre¬ 
hended,  the  officers  discovered  crack 
cocaine  on  him.  He  was  arrested  and  trans¬ 
ported  to  the  station  for  booking. 

Man  Attacks  Police  Officer 

At  7  p.m.  an  on-duty  police  officer  was 
alerted  to  two  males  who  were  having  a  ver¬ 
bal  argument.  When  the  officer  attempted  to 
calm  them  down,  one  of  the  men  grabbed 
the  officer's  shirt.  After  the  police  officer 
advised  the  man  to  keep  his  hands  to  him¬ 
self,  the  man  became  more  enraged.  After  a 
violent  altercation  with  the  officer,  the  man 
was  placed  under  arrest  and  transported  to 
the  station  for  booking. 

June  21 

Assault  and  Battery 

At  4:30  in  the  morning  a  male  victim  was 
assaulted  on  26  Oxford  St.  No  arrests  were 
made. 

Stolen  Car  Chase 

Authorities  were  alerted  to  Marginal 
Road  and  Tremont  Street  by  reports  of  a 
fight.  Upon  arrived,  the  police  officers 
observed  four  suspects  jumping  into  a  motor 
vehicle  and  driving  off.  Police  officers 
chased  after  them  until  they  jumped  out  of 
the  vehicle  without  bringing  it  to  a  complete 
stop.  The  suspects  then  attempted  to  flee 
across  the  Massachusetts  TumPike.  The  offi¬ 
cers  were  only  able  to  apprehend  one  of  the 
four  suspects.  The  captured  suspect  was 
placed  under  arrest,  transported  to  the  sta¬ 
tion,  and  charged  with  receiving  a  stolen 
motor  vehicle. 

June  22 

Early  Morning  Attack 

At  3  in  the  morning,  a  female  victim  was 
assaulted  on  16  Hudson  Street.  The  suspect 
was  arrested  and  taken 
to  the  station  for  booking. 

Midnight  Vandalism 

A  victim  reported  property  damage  at 
6:47  p.m.  on  Hudson  Street.  No  arrests  were 
made. 

— Tina  Pak 


Mayor  Cheers 
What  He  Calls 
Boston  Housing 
Successes 

By  Adam  Smith 

"You  won't  read  about  the  good  things 
the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
does,"  said  Mayor  Thomas  M.  Menino  at 
a  press  conference  last  week  in 
Chinatown. 

Good  news,  however,  was  all  that  was 
talked  about  at  the  outside  meeting  at  the 
Metropolitan  construction  site,  under  the 
burning  early-summer  sun. 

During  the  press  conference,  Menino 
said  that  through  the  combined  efforts  of 
the  Department  of  Neighborhood 
Development,  Boston  Housing  Authority, 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA), 
and  Inspectional  Services  Department,  the 
city  met  or  exceeded  most  of  its  housing 
goals.  Major  accomplishments,  according 
to  Menino,  include: 

*  7,726  new  units  of  housing  permitted; 
103%  of  the  7,500-unit  target. 

*  2,244  affordable  units  permitted;  107% 
of  the  2,100-unit  target. 

*  1,032  units  of  vacant  public  housing 
renovated;  93%  of  the  1,100-unit  target. 
The  remaining  68  units  are  on  track  for 
FY04  renovation. 

*  3,142  at-risk  federally  subsidized  units 
preserved;  101%  of  the  3,100-unit  target. 
No  federally  funded  units  were  lost  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  three  years. 

*  More  than  1,000  units  of  housing  made 
available  to  the  homeless. 

*  401  parcels  of  city-owned  land  made 
available  for  affordable  development  and 
another  508  parcels  on  track  to  be  offered 
through  2006. 

*  Abandoned  residential  buildings 
reduced  by  33%. 

According  to  Menino,  the  city  is  "not 
only  bringing  people  home"  with  its 
increasing  supply  of  housing,  "we're  also 
putting  them  to  work"  with  jobs  generat¬ 
ed  from  the  building  developments. 

Despite  the  statistics  and  cheers  at  the 
meeting,  many  in  Chinatown  and  other 
neighborhoods  have  been  frustrated  by 
what  they  call  the  city's  pushing  of 
major  developments  onto  their 
neighborhoods. 

In  Chinatown,  projects  such  as  Liberty 
Place,  Kensington  Place  and  Hayward 
Place  have  been  generating  much  contro¬ 
versy. 


COURT  DECISION 
FROM  LAST  PAGE 

you  tell  me  what  you  stated  in  that  brief? 

NAPALC:  We  filed  the  brief  on  behalf  of 
28  other  Asian  American  organizations. 
It  covered  a  vast  number  of  different 
interests,  including  the  interests  of  those 
in  the  business  world,  civil  rights  leaders, 
and  many  others.  The  brief  also  touched 
upon  how  these  systems  [of  affirmative 
action]  are  fair,  and  that  race  is  only  a  sin¬ 
gle  factor  that  should  be  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration  along  with  all  the  others  in 
order  to  create  the  most  fair  admissions 
process  possible.  Further,  it  would  help 
to  make  today's  society,  especially  the 
business  world,  a  better  place. 

Sampan:  Can  you  state  why  you  feel  that 
the  addition  of  more  Asian  diversity  into 
schools  will  help  to  enrich  the  learning 
environment? 


NAPALC:  The  idea  of  coexisting  and 
working  along  side  other  ethnicities  pro¬ 
vides  students  with  real-life  experience 
that  will  help  them  in  the  work-place 
when  they  enter  the  real  world.  Further, 
Asia  is  becoming  a  major  participant  in 
the  global  business  world. 

Sampan:  Do  you  think  these  same  proce¬ 
dures  [as  affirmative  actions]  should  be 
put  into  use  in  the  workplace? 

NAPALC:  Corporations  are  very  sup¬ 
portive  and  in  fact  do  have  a  number  of 
the  action  programs. 

Sampan:  What  is  your  overall  feeling 
about  this  case? 

NAPALC:  We  are  very  pleased  and  glad 
that  diversity  has  been  recognized.  This 
is  a  tremendously  important  decision. 
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Priority  Worker 
Outstanding  Researcher 
National  Interest  Waiver 
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Deportation  Appeals 
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J.S.WATERMAN  &  SONS 

-  Eastman  -  Waring  (Since  1 K32) 
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1-800-344-7,526 
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Acfjjr  Tak  Chiu  Joseph  Yeung 


Funeral  Director 
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Kennetli  F.  Bennett 
Senior  Funeral  Director 

“#j&A 


tti±m  ^ati? 

((»17).53(i-41 10  1-800-344-7.526  (617)472-1137 

49.5  Commonwealth  Ave.  Wellesley  -  Sudbury  -  Framingham  .57(i  1  l.im  ock  St. 
(KKNMORK  $&£$£ili)  NoiwixkI  -  Marblehead  -  Lynn  -  Dartmouth  (Citgo  ill|/ili  j-]|(li) 
J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons.  Fall  River  -  Fairliaven  -  New  Bedford  Deware  Funeral  Home 

A  Service  Family  Affiliate  of  AFFS  and  Service  Corporation  International. 

492  Rock  St.,  Fall  River,  MA  02720  m .A (.508)676-21.5 1 
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Shore  Plaza  East 
600  Border  St. 

E.  Boston.  MA  02128 

A  380  unit  subsidized  family 
housing  complex  is  now 
accepting  applications  for  I  BR 
units. 

MHFA  guidelines  and  income 
limits  apply. 

For  more  info  call  617-569-7710 

Financed  by  Mass  Housing 
Finance  Agency 
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SIS®  :  866-818-9845 
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Avalon 

AT  NEWTON  HIGHLANDS 
rune  Well  Spenl- 

www.AvalonatNewtonHighIands.com 
^  Financed  by  MHFA 
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Landfall  West  Apts. 

401  Border  St. 

E.  Boston.  MA  02128 

Now  accepting  apps.  for  1  BR  units 
starting  at  $577  &  up. 
Restricted  to  elderly,  handicapped, 
and  disabled  individuals  who  meet 
MHFA  guidelines. 

Section  8  welcome. 

For  more  info  phone  617-569-7690 

Financed  by  Mass  Housing 
Finance  Agency 
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Boston  Connects  Inc.  Board  of 
Directors  will  meet  on 
Tuesday  July  22,  2003  at  6pm 


The  meeting  will  be  held  at  2201  Washington 
Street  in  Dudley  Square. 

The  meeting  will  include 
Program  Investments 

The  building  is  handicapped  accessible. 

For  further  information,  please  call  617-541-2670. 
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Certain  restr*ct»onj  apply  Cali  Comcast  Cable  for  complete  details  about  services  and  prices.  Certain  services  are  available  separately  or  as  part  of  other  ieveis  of  service,  and  all  services  are  not  available  in  all  areas  Additional  charges  for 
non-standard  installation,  additional  outlet  equipment,  change  of  service,  programming  access,  wiring  time,  and  materials  may  apply.  Franchise  fees,  taxes  and  other  fees  may  apply.  "Offer  of  free  installation;  valid  only  with  purchase  of  select 
Digital  Value  Packages  and/or  Comcast  High  Speed  Internet  You  must  subscribe  to  Standard  Cable,  at  additional  cost  to  receive  Digital  Cable  Service.  You  must  rent  a  converter  and  remote  control  for  a  separate  charge  to  receive  certain 
services  Free  month  of  ZhongTtan  Channel  only  available  to  new  residential  customers  and  former  residential  customers  whose  accounts  are  in  good  standing  and  who  have  not  had  ZhongTian  Channel  service  within  the  past  120  days, 
located  m  Comcast  wired  and  serviceable  areas  Offer  expires  7/31/03  ©  2003  Comcast  All  rights  reserved. 
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We've  Got  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Covered 


There  are  apartments  -  and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
managed  apartments  -  well  managed,  stylish,  modern 
and  constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick.... 


ACADEMY  BUILDING 

KENT  VILLAGE 

SAUGUS  COOMONS 

APARTMENTS 

(781)545-2233 

(781)233-8477 

(508)  674-111! 

65  North  River  Road, 

63  Newhall  Avenue 

102  South  Main  Street. 

Scituate 

Saugus 

Fall  River 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL 

SHRWSBURY 

ANDOVER 

APARTMENTS 

COMMONS 

COMMONS 

(781)749-8677 

(508)  845-1161 

(978)470-2611 

86  Central  Street, 

Route  9.  Shrewsbury 

30  Railroad  Street, 

Hingham 

STONE  RUN  EAST 

Andover 

MCNAMARA  HOUSE 

(781)331-2525 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 

(617)  783-5490 

8  Old  Stone  Way, 

(978)  927-2055 

210  Everett  Street, 

Weymouth 

Tozer  Rd,  Be  /erly 

Allston 

STRATTON  HILL 

BROCKTON 

PELHAM 

PARK 

COMMONS 

APARTMENTS 

(508) 852-0060 

(508) 584-2373 

(508)  872-6393 

161  W.  Mountain  Street 

55  City  Hall  Plaza. 

75  Second  Street, 

Worcester 

Brockton 

Framingham 

TRIBUNE 

FAXON  COMMONS 

QUINCY  COMMONS 

APARTMENTS 

(617)472-6766 

(617)  328-6727 

(508)875-8661 

1001  Southern  Artery 

1  Canton  Road,  Quincy 

46  Irving  Street 

Quincy 

RIVERVIEW 

Framingham 

HANOVER  LEGION 

COMMONS 

WEYMOUTH 

ELDERLY 

(978)  685-0552 

COMMONS/EAST 

APARTMENTS 

Bulfinch  Drive,  Andover 

(781)335-4773 

(781)871-3049 

74  Donald  Street,  #21, 

Legion  Drive,  Hanover 

Weymouth 

ADAMS  VILLAGE 

(617)328-6727 

725-735  Adams  Street 
Dorchester 

> 

CORCORAN 

A 

MANAGEMENT  COMPANY  V^A  OPfO*T\JI»nT 


Boston  Water  and 
Sewer  Commission 

The  Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission  will  have  a 
representative  from  the  Community  Services  Department 
at  the  following  neighborhood  location: 

Chinatown 

CCBA 

90  Tyler  Street 

Thursday  10:00  AM  - 12:00  PM 
July  10, 2003 

Our  representative  will  be  available  to: 

•  Accept  payments 

(check  or  money  order  only  -  no  cash  please). 

•  Process  elderly  or  disabled  persons  discount  forms. 

•  Resolve  billing  or  service  complaints. 

•  Schedule  the  installation  of  outside  reading  devices, 
meter  tests  and  special  meter  readings. 

•  Arrange  payment  plans  for  delinquent  accounts. 

Should  you  require  further  information,  please  call 
Thomas  Bagley,  Manager  of  Community  Services, 
at  (617)  989-7000. 

980  Harrison  Ave.  Boston,  MA  02119  (617)989-7000  www.bwsc.org 


